
Living Independently for Today & Tomorrow – 800-669-6319 
Montana Independent Living Project – 800-735-6457 
North Central Independent Living Services – 800-823-6245 
Summit Independent Living – 800-398-9002 

 

 

 
 
 

Montana’s Centers for Independent Living are non-residential, 
consumer-controlled, community-based, private, non-profit 
organizations that provide services to individuals with disabilities as 
well as conduct individual and systems advocacy by and for persons 
with all types of disabilities. In Montana there are four centers for 
independent living. They provide services in every county in 
Montana, including on Montana’s Indian Reservations. They are: 
 

• Living Independently for Today and Tomorrow (LIFTT) 

• North Central Independent Living Services (NCILS) 

• Montana Independent Living Project (MILP) 

• Summit Independent Living Center 
 
Montana Centers for Independent Living serve as a strong voice on a wide range of national, state and local issues and 
work to assure physical, attitudinal, and programmatic access to housing, employment, transportation, communities, 
recreation, and health and social services. We also assist individuals with disabilities and their families preserve their 
right to choose, to live, and to fully and equally participate in society.  
 
Independent Living is a philosophy and a lifestyle of people working to achieve the right of self-determination, equal 
opportunity and self-respect for all people with disabilities. 
 
IL is the idea that individuals with disabilities should be in control of their own lives, take responsibility for their own 
actions, and be able to make their own decisions, while at the same time, having the right to fail or succeed on their own 
terms.  
 

Services Provided by Montana’s Centers for Independent Living: 
 

• Information & Referral (I&R) 

• Benefits Assistance/Counseling 

• Self and Systems Advocacy 

• Peer Advocacy/Support 

• Skills Training 

• Self-Directed Personal Assistance/Community First 
Choice Services 

• Youth Education & Transition Services 

• Nursing Home Transition Services 

• Disability Education/Social Change 
 
In the latest reporting year, MTCILs provided services to 2,738 individuals and conducted 5,983 I&R’s statewide.  MTCILs 
also employed 1,209 people in towns all across the state of Montana. 
 

Advancing Our Civil Rights & Promoting Equal Access 

 
In pursuit of our missions, each of our centers offer a wide range of services designed to give people with disabilities the 
tools and resources they need to improve their independence, self-confidence, knowledge, skills and access to 
community resources so that they may lead successful and independent lives.  



 
We also work at the community level to reduce attitudinal, architectural and communication barriers, combat 
discrimination, and promote the development of needed resources, programs, and policies. Our ultimate goal is 
increased independence, economic opportunity, and enhanced quality of life for all persons with disabilities. 
 

One of our core community services principles is Nothing About Us, Without Us. In order to ensure that people with 

disabilities are afforded an equal opportunity to be meaningful and active participants in their own communities, MTCILs 
regularly participate in social change, public education, and improved accessibility efforts in the cities and towns where 
we live.  
 
Our system advocacy programs include conducting community advocacy and public education activities aimed at: 

• improving service systems 
• developing community resources 

 

• increasing public understanding of disability issues 
• advancing the civil rights of people with disabilities 

In addition, our social change efforts include conducting accessibility reviews and working with local business', 
governments, and other entities to ensure they understand and are in compliance with accessibility design standards as 
well as to work as a partner with project planners to ensure access is an integral part of any design from the start rather 
than an afterthought. An accessible building is good for business. Whether it’s a mother pushing a stroller, a 
deliveryman, or a person who uses a wheelchair – all benefit from the safety of a ramp or other accessible design 
features versus a flight of stairs. 
 
Just as important as ensuring local businesses, governments, and other entities work to increase their levels of 
accessibility and are in compliance with accessible design standards, it is also important to recognize those who have 
gone the extra mile to ensure their services are fully accessible to and usable by people with disabilities.  
 
MTCILs work to ensure that the interests of people with disabilities stay in the forefront of policy making decisions and 
works closely with consumers and other advocacy groups to make sure that people with disabilities are involved in every 
step of the advocacy process including: 
 

• Participating in committees and task forces, 
• Testifying at hearings and public meetings, 

• Participating in letter writing campaigns, 
• Organizing grassroots efforts, and 

• Participating in public awareness activities such as rallies and demonstrations when necessary. 
 
 


